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Hey Vincent,
 
Can you find room on the news page of TSS for the Waxman newsletters.
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Karen
 
From: Samuel Waxman Cancer Research Foundation [mailto:swcrf@waxmancancer.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2009 10:35 AM
To: kitalo@imcmarketinggroup.com
Subject: Dramatically Enhancing Multiple Melanoma Treatment
 

 

 WWW.WAXMANCANCER.ORG March 2009

 
 

  
Learn More
About SWCRF  

Funded Investigators

Research Programs

Recent SWCRF
Advances in Cancer
Research  

Upcoming Lectures
and Events

 

Samuel Waxman Cancer
Research Foundation
www.waxmancancer.org

1249 Fifth Avenue
Suite #907 
New York, NY 10029
212.348.0136

email:
swcrf@waxmancancer.org 

Breaking Discoveries from The Samuel Waxman Cancer Research Foundation 

 

  SWCRF-FUNDED RESEARCHERS IDENTIFY A WAY
  TO DRAMATICALLY ENHANCE THE IMPACT 
  OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE NEW TREATMENT
  FOR MULTIPLE MYELOMA

 
Treatment of multiple myeloma (MM) patients with Velcade is considered a

major advance. However, not all patients respond to Velcade and, among

those that do, a recurrence of the cancer is all but inevitable. Scientists

funded by SWCRF have identified a mechanism that might explain in part

how this happens and show that adding another drug dramatically increases

the number of MM cells killed by Velcade and almost completely eradicates

the cells that survive the initial Velcade treatment, substantially reducing risk

of recurrence.

Multiple myeloma (MM) is a disease of the blood cells that make antibodies. These

cells grow uncontrollably in the bone marrow, destroy bones and damage the

production and function of all the blood cells. The five year survival rate for MM is

35% but is improving with new drugs like Velcade being available.

Velcade is a drug that was approved as the first line treatment for MM in June 2008,

after having been used as a treatment for recurrences since 2003. As noted above, it

is an improvement over earlier therapies. However, many patients do not respond and

among those that do, virtually all eventually experience a recurrence of the MM. Most

cancer fatalities are caused by recurrences rather than the initial diagnosis.

The mechanism by which Velcade fights MM cells can also cause a cell to become

dormant rather than die. Dr. Julio Aguirre-Ghiso's lab identified a response that

protected the multiple myeloma cells from the Velcade and enabled some of them to

become dormant. The scientists speculated that these dormant cells were responsible

for the later recurrence. They demonstrated that simultaneous treatment with another

drug, salubrinal, which has no effect on the survival of MM cells, still dramatically

enhanced the impact of the Velcade, raising the proportion of cells killed from 50% to

90%. This is achieved by preventing the MM cells from reversing the signals changed

by Velcade. Further, the use of salubrinal after treatment with Velcade eradicated the

dormant cells surviving the initial therapy. Salubrinal is notable for its lack of toxicity

in preclinical models.

The scientists will be investigating these very promising results in a wider variety of

multiple myeloma samples obtained from patients.

Denis M. Schewe and Julio A. Aguirre-Ghiso Inhibition of eIFα Dephosphorylation

Maximizes Bortezomib Efficiency and Eliminates Quiescent Multiple Myeloma Cells

Surviving Proteasome Inhibitor Therapy Cancer Research, Feb. 2009; 69: 1545-1552.

Link to Article:

http://cancerres.aacrjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/69/4/1545

Exciting genetic research like this can have a large impact.
Please support it by making a donation.

 
 

Collaborating for a Cure through the SWCRF Institute Without Walls

 
 

Forward email

mailto:swcrf@waxmancancer.org
mailto:kitalo@imcmarketinggroup.com
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102530936850&s=16036&e=001iJKmBsRkSrvgvUt11F4-ZfzNuNPS5yC3yc-JE4OPhojg5kZJ-Q2csNuGOO4UphrEXbSyEKS2FnFXP7FGTfyTpoMsC_kg1a3-0f7JqP2GKlz8SiVDiZrTajNJR4DVe9gxvobu4XFWEJk=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102530936850&s=16036&e=001iJKmBsRkSrtaxqheCiJqcIa0zlCozRNM3m5BbdbfuE4H5CWKbbvRVsDbg84Hu4YEKAfgU3kjfvraDcNZRHVEWZ2ENLm7xDhD0ZHBIw_s01Y9SMI8-jskiN6Xpgf2BpyE8SeQ4pY9ZNyvGNruPiI_MA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102530936850&s=16036&e=001iJKmBsRkSrvMhnGFSF9glXc0JjlkkWA5a-eDeC-1MsQzHb5voqFZOavm1Kz-mXRlmldBdmxiEYnZeClq8g-sg3lUPKWlUbjSlbji_dLQ36tIdTMYhp1B7mz1nK7uiWn2mIMR8AGX64Fr6ghHtewUxb8FEN2fbc-g
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102530936850&s=16036&e=001iJKmBsRkSru1_i4Qd21oD3YtP5CcV6ctyykcaVYatCiuJnh6LfGMmTY1jNLSLNKukW2_0HWGCXxP1ZyjacLMK1XrcoLtR-qBzmJNRWsd10XiVXAZbY5zXlMRIyeJHieOQxnUWF71eZ_PpbAyoXssqw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102530936850&s=16036&e=001iJKmBsRkSrudsdiV2z2Gxy-rYackKmzIrhaEkJ6TWTlls_RRbPHWC1nk5d_KyaubGLaJ2nAi2FZLrooANV2mrsMOOvAtNsk-0j67ySh-tT6iRJYn9Wld6LrlP9bT2J4IHcofqfnfhmoo8NMBdtdtOw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102530936850&s=16036&e=001iJKmBsRkSrsCYOQ_I0t4p6Ac1A7ok1ut-wbsHg1p26zH2StlmtqSsLtzEC6-sfNS1Hy2woVjw63n35j6-3JeiEU39TL4egsV-ew9dNoNaPQJvbkA8Q5ZRgyMRdyOWmT0FZ4OxHdQ1MkQKWe4b_8dOA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102530936850&s=16036&e=001iJKmBsRkSrukF6dm9R1q3oLtPKGH6auFvpJYT7pVxkVdPrTmEjeCycTFsbfTS0bWcURhoGp27tnPo-amZfJ9vu8suDYJEByNR-0QxfRFoHCmX_qsIjiMydulRwPeQkYuTxU-doBtNHPmHhOKK1HO5s6LExofaRI7
mailto:swcrf@waxmancancer.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102530936850&s=16036&e=001iJKmBsRkSrvGbSj1VLcMsRdpSuGY_89cQ5aN4-5iX2zUsrBcS53nFVzk_29PIodsKJzGaqWhUEaR92fT5Fp5TLVDJYNxzF8but8LvkCv_h2eOX2t7qs0CQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102530936850&s=16036&e=001iJKmBsRkSruMn_folF9k-nOvoHpbk5UxK_B8jhMCZd7iXeb-oXPlazwIKMUn8XBlYAGHIYCoRekOI9R402_1lhWBVh5VvyB2ASur8VT6sW-ua6qw433GEYCIORpEnEwXbum2Ecdp1wiuv7bWtJk7x04gONwcAGrG-jb6qfHPbV2UrNh5Q0e1kQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102530936850&s=16036&e=001iJKmBsRkSrukF6dm9R1q3oLtPKGH6auFvpJYT7pVxkVdPrTmEjeCycTFsbfTS0bWcURhoGp27tnPo-amZfJ9vu8suDYJEByNR-0QxfRFoHCmX_qsIjiMydulRwPeQkYuTxU-doBtNHPmHhOKK1HO5s6LExofaRI7
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1101532912419&ea=kitalo%40imcmarketinggroup.com&a=1102530936850

